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TAGS: PFOR, TU, GR 

SUBJECT: GREEK MILITARY BUILD-UP IN AEGEAN 

REF: ANKARA 2757 

1. SUMMARY. TURKISH PRESS CONTINUES TO FOCUS ON GREEK 
MILITARY BUILD-UP ON AEGEAN ISLANDS, CLAIMING INCORRECTLY 
THAT GOT HAS TAKEN ISSUE TO UN SECURITY COUNCIL AND HAS 
REDEFINED FLIGHT INFORMATION REGION (FIR). NATIONAL 
RADIO CARRIES STATEMENT BY NEW DEFENSE MINISTER DENYING 
GOT VIOLATIONS OF GREEK AIRSPACE AND REAFFIRMING TURKISH 
RIGHT TO OVERFLY AEGEAN. END SUMMARY. 
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PLAY TO ALARMIST REPORTS OF GREEK MILITARY BUILD-UP ON ISLANDS 
OFF TURKISH MAINLAND. TYPICAL ARE CLAIMS BY MASS CIRCULA- 
TION HURRIYET THAT 35,000 SOLDIERS AND 100 TANKS HAND BEEN SENT 
TO RHODES AND BY LIBERAL MILLIYET THAT TOURISM WAS BEING SAC- 
RIFICED IN ORDER TO "ARM ISLANDS TO THE TEETH." 

3. HURRIYET REPORTS THAT GOT REQUESTED A MEETING OF THE UN 
SECURITY COUNCIL TO CONSIDER MEASURES TO HALT MILITARY BUILD-UP 
ON DODECANESE ISLANDS WHILE POPULAR GUNAYDIN CLAIMS ISSUE WAS 
BEING TAKEN TO COUNCIL OF EUROPE. COMMENT: FOREIGN MIN- 
ISTRY DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS INFORMS US THAT 
GOT HAS NO PRESENT INTENTION OF TAKING THIS DISPUTE TO EITHER 

OF THESE BODIES. 

4. HURRIYET AND MILLIYET STATE THAT GOT HAS NOTIFIED GOG 
THAT IT WILL NOT ACCEPT PRESENT FIR AND HAS ESTABLISHED NEW 
BOUNDARY OVER AEGEAN WHICH GREEK AIRCRAFT WILL NOT BE PERMITTED 
TO CROSS WITHOUT PRIOR GOT AUTHORIZATION. COMMENT: FOREIGN 
MINISTRY AND CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITIES TELL US TURKEY HAS TAKEN 
NO RPT NO NEW MEASURES IN RESPECT TO FIR. PRESS STORIES 

ARE APPARENTLY REHASH OF NOT AM ISSUED LAST SUMMER. 

5. ANKARA RADIO AT 1300 TODAY CARRIED STATEMENT BY NEW 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE FERIT MELEN DENYING GREEK CLAIMS OF 
TURKISH VIOLATIONS OF ITS AIRSPACE AND REAFFIRMING GOT 
INTENTION TO EXERCISE ITS RIGHT TO OVERFLY AEGEAN. AFTER 
NOTING THAT GREEK COMPLAINTS OF AIRSPACE VIOLATIONS ON MARCH 20, 
MARCH 27 AND APRIL 3 HAD BEEN CAREFULLY STUDIED AND DEFINITELY 
DETERMINED TO BE UNSUBSTANTIATED, MELEN SAID GREEKS WISHED TO 

PREVENT THE FLIGHT OF TURKISH AIRCRAFT OVER AEGEAN BECAUSE THEY 
ARE FORTIFYING AEGEAN ISLANDS IN VIOLATION OF INTERNATIONAL AGREE- 
MENTS. TURKISH AIRCRAFT. HE AFFIRMED, WILL CONTINUE TO EXERCISE 
OVERFLIGHT RIGHTS SANCTIONED BY INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS. 
MACOMBER 
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